0122-7
Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/02/18 : CIA-RDP90-00806R00020098

ARTICLE APFEAKZ®
03 PAGK 4

Verification -
Of SALTIs
{Questioned

By Henry S-Bradsher ™ .
- WashinjlomStarsall Wrtter *

Answering a query from Sen. Jesse
Helms, R-N.C,, the acting director of:
the Arms Control and Disarmament
Agency has written that the agency,
“before our SALT review is complet-
€d.” is unabler 10 assure that Soviet:|
compliance-with SALT I and II can-
be adequately-,ven'ngd? L

The last two-directors of the arms’
control agency: had’wr_xtten;_to_ the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee
during discussion of SALT II that
treaty compHance ‘could be ade-}
quately - verified. However, “some ;
sources said therehavebeep signifi- §

cant changes i the situation since
then. . - ~:.1. Baiitc ey g

The current acting director of the -
agency, Michael Pillsbury, wrote to
Helms within the tastday or two that-
verification could net-be cqn_fxrz__ned_»'
pending review qg:ge st;t;xar:;::i
Pillsbury’s letter a stalement |
by President Reagan that the Soviets-:

lie and cheat.- - -7 R S

The answer, signed by Pillsbugy-,;

“said a full report is being prepared.

“Of course, before our SALT review
is completeq,” it said, “we are unabl ;
to reassure you that these’ agree-
‘ments are adeqnatelrvenf.xahtg:a'g: ]

-the presenttime. - S A
~ “Clearly, ior matters of-arms €00
trol verification™ the reply CORtiN.
ued, “our review~must:be-gnided by |
the president’s warning about. t}xe;
Soviets on Jan.,29, -198). He. .said;"
‘. . .the only morality they recog-.
nize is what will further their cause, -
meaning they reserve. unto-theme
selves the right to:commit -any.
crime, tolie, to-cheat; in order-to at- ’
tain [a one-world socialist or. Com-
munist state}, and that is moral, not

immoral, and we operate on a differ-
ent set of standards. I think when

you do business with-them,.even at -

. said, he would recommend that the
) adminisft;a};ionl not comply - with
. them. "% T G

‘from Sécretary of State Alexander M.
- Haiglr., who felt his official prerog-

adetente,youkeepthatinmind.’.”.. |
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The reply is expected to fouch off -
anew controvery on Capitol Hill and
in the Reagan administration on the-
strategic arms limitation treaties
with the Soviet Union: - =~ = .

The . person identified by White
House officials as Reagan's intended
hominee to be the permanent head.
of the arms control agency, Eugene ;
Rostow, said yesterday that Ke has in ]
the past emphasized “the enormous
difficulties of. verification.” He said .
this would have to be one of the first

~issues to be considered if he is nom-

inated and confirmed by the Senate. .
- Helmshas puta hold on any action
on Rostow-pending assurances: on.
who would staff the agency under
Rostow, whom Helms considers to be.

.a liberal. The conservative:-North

Carolinian- was among 12 senators
who- on Feb; 18 urged Reagan to
name Pillsbury as the agency's dep-
uty director, -:: - .- - SOV
’P,msbury"letter to Helms added a
new complication to a,confused ad- -
ministration situation on SALT. An
interdepartmental group.has been
meeting to review policy on:it, but: ,
no basic “decisions- ; have . been -

.-reached. -

The group has, according to in-
formed sources, been moving closer
than previous administrations have -
ever gotten toward formal findings
that the Soviet Union has violated
the two SALT treaties, SALT I was
ratified and went into effect in 1972,
and SALT IT was signed in 1979 but

- never ratified. -

A former arms control agéﬁc}' of-

‘ficial who had been critical of the

treaties, John . Lehman, _Said last |
month inhis tiew: position. a3 secrec
tary of the Navy that thereisnolegal
basis for the United States to honor
the agreements, If asked, Lehman

This brotight. a quick rejoinder

atives were being Ppre-empted. ,

- Calling Lehman’s Statement unau.
thorized, Haig said; .:While 'we are
reviewing our SALT policy, we wil]
take no action that would undercut
existing agreements so long as the |
Soviet-Union. exercises.the same re.’
Straint.” S '

¢ L5

STAT

_ Haig’s statement raised the ques
tion of whether the administration
could be sure jf the So

Were exercising rastraint, Officiats
said yesterday thag Haig's statement
Was issued  without any ‘detailedr
study by the new administration-of | -
the verification issue.

Both retired Lt Gen. George 3.

viet Union |

m testl-

X nma
1ed that the treaty was verifiable, |-
iman is:now depy - head of th ‘

I, which T

Plays a key role in ana.
‘4y21ing verification uestions large]
on the basisof data collect Y the
NSA. . ’

But there have always bees gox-
-€rnment technjcaj experts and anal.
Ysts who have- disagreed with the
assurances on verifiability, . .

In a telephone interview from his.|
officé atthe Yale Law School, Rostow |
said that the possibility of Sgvier '
concealment of weapons and the gif...
ficulties of determining the num..
bers of warheads on Soviet missiles ;
had always beep: stressed ‘by him. |
Rostow is a leader of the Committee -
on the Present Danger that has op-.
Posed SALT I1. It has taken the posi. i
ton that the treaty *is fap from being
Vex;xfiabl&"-~*-"‘f'i~‘“f‘“"‘"""“‘“"‘.‘
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